
 

 

 

 

Emerging Decision – Briefing for SLT, Cabinet Members and Climate Change 

Review Panel 

Subject: Appendix 1 - Working towards a Carbon Neutral Community and 

Council – A proposed approach for 2021-22  

Contact details:  

Name: Jacqui Warren (Climate Emergency Officer) Email: Jacqui.warren@torbay.gov.uk 

 

Creating a carbon neutral (CN) Council Programme 

This appendix provides some illustrative examples of what Torbay Council could develop in 2021-

2022 as part of the work to create a CN Council. 

1. Corporate Policy  

An example of a corporate policy relating to tackling climate change is attached below. 

Torbay Council will need to develop its own relevant policy and provide a clear definition of 

what it means to be a CN council with a set of principles all staff can understand and use. 



 

 

 

 

Source: West Yorkshire Combined Authority Clean Growth Policy 2019 

  

https://westyorkshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s13600/Item%208%20-%20Appendix%203.pdf


 

 

 

2. Carbon Footprint  

An organisation focussed carbon footprint allows you to understand: 

 Current carbon emissions an organisation is responsible for 

 The sources of those emissions 

 Indicates where to prioritise future decarbonisation actions 

It is vital to annually collate a carbon footprint, monitor progress and set improvement 

targets in line with council/community CN targets. The Council will need establish its 

own carbon footprint in 2021. 

 

 

Source Cheshire East Council  

3. Strengthen decision making in light of the Climate Emergency  

All Council reports now include a section on tackling climate change. However, further 

support is needed to ensure staff understand what to consider. The use of a qualitative 

climate change impact assessment tool at the project initiation stages/approval stages of a 

project is one way to achieve a more consistent and meaningful response. Such an 

example is below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/documents/s76206/Carbon%20Neutral%20Action%20Plan%20-%20appendix.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


